
EPIPHANY 4 YEAR A  
COLLECT      
God our creator, who in the beginning commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness: we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ may dispel 
the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, shine into the hearts of all your 
people, and reveal the knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. AMEN  
 
The first reading is from the first book of Kings 
The Lord said to Elijah, "Go and live in the village of Zarephath, near the city 
of Sidon. There is a widow there who will feed you. I have given her my 
instructions." So he went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of the 
village, he saw a widow gathering sticks, and he asked her, "Would you 
please bring me a cup of water?" As she was going to get it, he called to her, 
"Could you also bring me some bread.” 
But she said, "I swear by the Lord your God that I don't have a single piece 
of bread in the house. And I have only a handful of flour left in the jar and a 
little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. I was just gathering a few sticks to 
cook this last meal, and then my son and I will die." 
But Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid! Go ahead and cook that 'last meal,' 
but bake me a little loaf of bread first. Afterward there will still be enough 
food for you and your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 
There will always be plenty of flour and oil left in your containers until the 
time when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow again!" 
So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her son continued to eat 
from her supply of flour and oil for many days. For no matter how much they 
used, there was always enough left in the containers, just as the Lord had 
promised through Elijah. 
This is the word of the Lord     Thanks be to God  
 
PSALM 36:5-10 
Thy mercy, O LORD, is/ in the/ heavens; and thy faithfulness/ unto the/ 
clouds. 
Thy righteousness is like the great mountains;* thy judgments are/ like the 
great/ deep: O LORD, thou/ preservest/ man and/ beast. 
How excellent is thy/ mercy O/ God! The children of men put their trust under 
the shadow/ of thy/ wings. 
They shall be satisfied with the plenteousness/ of thy/ house; and thou shalt 
drink of thy/ pleasures as/ out of a/ river. 
For with thee is the/ well of/ life: and in thy/ light do/ we see light. 
O continue thy loving kindness unto/ them that/ know thee; and thy 
righteousness unto/ them that are/ true of/ heart. 
 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, ‘I will 

destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.’  
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, 
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that 
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of 
your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is 
written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 
This is the word of the Lord     Thanks be to God  
 
Listen to the gospel of Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord  
On the third day, Jesus' mother was a guest at a wedding celebration in the 
village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the 
celebration. The wine supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus' mother 
spoke to him about the problem. "They have no more wine," she told him. 
"How does that concern you and me?" Jesus asked. "My time has not yet 
come." 
But his mother told the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Six stone 
waterpots were standing there; they were used for Jewish ceremonial 
purposes and held twenty to thirty gallons each. Jesus told the servants, "Fill 
the jars with water." When the jars had been filled to the brim, he said, "Take 
some out and take it to the master of ceremonies." So they followed his 
instructions. 
When the master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not 
knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the servants knew), he 
called the bridegroom over. "Usually a host serves the best wine first," he 
said. "Then, when everyone is full and doesn't care, he brings out the less 
expensive wines. But you have kept the best until now!"  This miraculous 
sign at Cana in Galilee was Jesus' first display of his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord     Praise to you O Christ  


